
 

 

 

Reaching Beyond Our Culture 
Acts 17:15-34 

 
We all like to be with people like ourselves. It's comfortable. They look like us, think like us, act like us. They 
seem so "normal." Every group of humans on earth tends to feel this same way. Almost inevitably a sinister 
force seeps into the attitudes of such a group. We tend to elevate those who are like us in our minds and to 
dehumanize those who are different. There is the inclination in every human heart to view people who are like 
ourselves as more human and more valuable than those who are different. Of course, this stems from attitudes 
of self-love, and even, self-worship. 
Racism is probably the most blatant expression of this self-love, but there are many other more subtle forms: 
cultural pride, regional pride, school pride, national pride, city pride, occupational pride, sports pride and, of 
course, religious pride. Having a culture or loyalty to a group is not only in and of itself acceptable, it is 
essential. No one can like life without values and patterns of doing things. Humans are strongest when they 
work together in teams, and loyalty to others is a good and healthy quality. Even celebrating our particular 
cultural heritage provides life with a sense of continuity and belonging. The problem is not in enjoying our 
own culture and heritage, it is in demeaning others. 
You see, God actually sits in judgment over all cultures. Within nearly any culture on earth there can be found 
aspects which are good and Christ-like, aspects which are harmless and aspects which are evil. The Word of 
God is like a two-edged sword dividing the cultures in America, just as readily as it does those on the other 
side of the earth. 
The people of Athens had a proud tradition that they had been specially created by the gods from the dust of 
that land. All other peoples were inferior. So when Paul spoke to the philosophical leaders of that city, he 
drove the sword of the Word of God into the heart of their racial and cultural pride. He told them that God had 
made from ONE man every nation of mankind (verse 26). 
This powerful truth needs to have a great impact on us as Christians because even we fall back into forms of 
self-love. The tragedy is that it prevents us from sharing the gospel beyond our cultural boundaries, and from 
expressing in our churches the realities that in Jesus Christ there is no longer neither Jew nor Greek ... slave 
nor freeman ... male nor female (Gal. 3:28). 
 
Questions: 
1. Explain how God's perspective of people breaks down the walls that separate us: 1) all people are eternal 
spirits (Jn. 5:28,29); 2) Christ died for all people (Jn. 3:16); 3) God the Father loves every person and yearns 
for them to be with Him forever (2 Peter 3:9). 
2. How can cultural pride stop Christians from reaching out to people in need? 

 


