
 

 

 

Thy Kingdom Come 
Acts 27:1-44 

 
Some people assume that the events of life are already predetermined by the will of God. In their minds God 
is in absolute control of everything, so our proper response to life is to accept whatever comes our way with a 
good attitude. In other words, we are to maintain a serene indifference to the challenges of life, realizing that 
there is nothing we can do to change them anyway. In my opinion, though these beliefs are often very 
sincerely held, and are intended as a worshipful surrender to the will of God, they overlook the responsibility 
the Bible places upon each believer to PARTNER WITH GOD to bring about His purposes. Far from getting 
His will in everything that happens, the Bible itself repeatedly records events in which the will of God was 
disobeyed. It is true, God has the power to destroy the human race anytime He pleases, and He does keep 
sovereign control over the ultimate destiny of this earth, but things are different when it comes to the 
circumstances of our lives and of those around us. Prayer and obedience do change things. Unless we realize 
this truth and accept the fact that God is waiting for us to pray . . . we won't pray. After all, if God is 
accomplishing His will in everything anyway, why bother? 
Luke's wonderfully vivid account of Paul's actions in the midst of a terrible storm at sea, teach us much about 
our role in partnering with God: 
1. Paul had already spent time in fasting, confession, repentance and prayer as he observed the Day of 
Atonement (Lev. 16:29-31). He had prepared himself and taken the time to hear the word of the Lord (verses 
9, 10). 
2. In the midst of the storm Paul earnestly contended in prayer for the lives of disobedient unbelievers. In 
doing so he didn't CHANGE God's will, but through prayer, listening and obedience he RELEASED God's 
will into the situation (verses 21-24). 
3. God didn't stop the storm, but He changed Paul. He was given revelation, faith, peace and influence (verses 
25, 26, 31, 33-36, 42,-44). 
 
Questions: 
1. Are you facing a situation where you have been waiting for God to still the storm, rather than taking the 
time in prayer and fasting to let Him change you? 
2. Read Matthew 6:10. Explain what this verse means in light of our study today. 

 


