
 

 

Finding God’s Will 
Proverbs 3:5–7 

 
As we go through Exodus we repeatedly see God’s people put in a position where they had to take a step of 
faith. God asked them to do things which made no sense at the time. He put them on the spot and forced them 
to choose whether they would obey Him or do what seemed logical to their own minds. Thankfully, they 
obeyed often enough to make it out of Egypt, but often on their journey they expressed a lack of trust in God 
(Nu 14:22, 23). 
 
Today we’re going to examine this vital principle of finding and following God’s will. Just like Israel, 
Christians today find it hard to trust God enough to obey Him when His ways frighten us or don’t make sense 
to us. But if we’re going to travel the “road to freedom” and possess God’s promises, we too must learn the 
same essential lesson as they. As it says in Proverbs, we too must trust in the Lord with all our heart and not 
lean on our own understanding. Let’s refresh our memory about how to find God’s will by studying Proverbs 
3:5–7. 
 
1. Trust His Character and Power (v 5) 
• What does trust mean? To feel safe and secure 
• Why is it hard to trust God? 
– We think He’s like us (“the man upstairs”) 
– The devil actively works to get us to doubt (Ge 3:4, 5) 
• How can we learn to trust God? 
– Test (Mal 3:10) 
– Taste (Ps 34:8) 
– Remember: He’s holy; He’s our father (vs 11, 12); Jesus reveals the Father’s heart (Jn 1:18; He 1:1–3) 
• “With all your heart” 
– Mind, affections, will 
– What matters is our feet, not our mouth 
 
2. Trust His Plan (v 5) 
• “Lean not on your own understanding” 
• Don’t trust your own assessment of the situation. Be skeptical of your own wisdom. 
•� God sees much more than you see, especially the miracle He’s going to do which will make this possible. 
 
3. Ask for His Leadership in Everything You Do–No Subject is too Small (v 6) 
• “Know Him”: ask and listen 
• His answer will often look different from any of the options you anticipated 
• Philippians 4:6, 7 (“thanksgiving”: confident He will answer) 
 
4. He Will Clear the Obstacles Out of the Way so You can Walk on the Path He’s Planned for You (v 6; Ro 
8:28) 
• “Make your paths straight”: level, free from obstacles, straight 
•� He knows what’s best for us 
• Where He guides, He provides 
 



 

 

 
5. Don’t Grow Impatient and Take Matters into Your Own Hands (v 7) 
• Wait patiently 
• Isaiah 40:31 
•� “The danger zone”: deciding I’ve waited long enough and need to take matters back in my own hands 
• His timing is not ours 
• He organically directs things to a true, lasting solution, not a magical fix 
 
Discussion Questions: 
1) Give an example of a time when God asked you to do something that didn’t make sense to you. What 
happened? 2) Name an incident that taught you to trust God’s character. 3) Why do you think God makes us 
obey Him before we see His provision? What does He want us to learn by “walking in faith” with Him? 
 


