A Deliverer’'s Family
Exodus 4:18-26

One of the key ingredients for true discipleshifearning how to be part of a family—whether thatdur
natural family or the family of God. Learning todiin a committed way with people is a tremendous
challenge for all of us. Nothing confronts our @wer so much as living with other people. Our weskes
are exposed, our selfishness confronted and oeritotested. But as ironic as it may sound, theses@me of
the things that cause us to mature as discipl@esafs Christ. Proverbs (27:17) captures this idem\it says,
“iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens anothiarthe friction that takes place between peohb fits us
for service. At least it does in people who sultmithe Lord and seek His help. These learn to ¥exgiepent,
pray, wait, love, serve, submit and lead. Those wimoaway from this process tend to remain immadunck
never realize their full potential for ministry.

Today we’re going to learn some valuable lessowsialamily by observing a very painful moment i th
marriage of Moses and Zipporah. Yet, it teachesoles that both and women need to hear becauseadome
God's attitudes about family are clearly revealedeh And after all, “family is God'’s idea (Eph 3;116).

He’s the One who calls us into family.

How we treat our family matters a lot to God (v 24)

» God was going to take Moses’ life because heautedl his son.

* Would Gershom have died on Passover if not circaet? (Ex 12:12, 13)
» This must have been a long-standing issue.

* God: “I'll not have a man lead my children whonitocare for his own.”
* What's the problem? (Ge 17:10-14)

» God watches to see:

— How we treat the weakest

— If we use our authority to serve

— If we faithfully carry out the responsibilitieset$ entrusted to us

— If we love our families enough to do what's biestthem (selfless)

— If we have the courage to do what'’s right

» Paul addresses this in 1 Timothy 3:4, 5

A father has the primary responsibility for thergpal development of the children (v 24)

 Notice: God disciplines Moses, not Zipporah

* Deuteronomy 6:6, 7

* A single mom assumes this role and may need $@tpefrom the church family

* A father should think of himself as the “pastof’his family

— He should be seeking God’s will and leading

— The more you follow God, the more authority yavé

— Moral authority is an intrinsic authority in arpen who is seeking to do the right thing. Selflstssy
people do not have moral authority; they must tesointimidation and manipulation.

— Today, abuse of “fatherly authority” has produeagbellion against all authority, which produeesabuse
of its own
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Husband and wife need to be in agreement abouthosse the children (v 25)

« If they aren't, the children suffer: spiritualrdasion allows children to escape from healthy igigee

» God’s ways are often out of step with the culti@iecumcision) so it requires prayer and studgdme to
agreement

— Premarital counseling

— Read, discuss: seek to come to genuine agre€nwnust young parents)

* What about divorce/custody? Don’t despair, Godhile to overrule the effects of a dysfunctionakpa
You'll learn to pray all the more.

« If a husband is godly, a wife should encourage tu lead

— No one is perfect; the question is, is he prayemd loving?

Managing one’s household well does not mean eviewyils going smoothly (v 26; 18:1-5)

» God allowed Moses to return Zipporah to her fathdil Israel's deliverance was complete (18:2)

« Her attitude and their relationship weren’t hiealyet, but God sent him on to Egypt anyway. Higdclvas
finally part of the covenant.

* “Managing well” (1Ti 3:4, 5) means managing thteation well

— Every child goes through a struggle to becomadauit

— Every marriage has challenges

— The question is, do you run from challenges (pa$sdo you aggravate them (aggressive) or dowoitk
to heal them (pastoral)?

— No one does a perfect job. Everyone has regreteinparenting. Children are ultimately resporesitalr
their own choices. All we can do is show them hodvsziple handles life. The rest is up to the HBpyjrit.

Discussion Questions:

1) Where did you turn to find a role model as aeparhusband, wife or single? Was it your family or
someone else’s? 2) What is the toughest challeogee faced in: marriage, parenting, singleness®/Bgn
difficulties arise with people do you tend to begige, aggressive or pastoral? How is it workingyfau? 4)
What is the most helpful lesson you learned frons&$oand Zipporah?



