Mary’s Choice

Luke 1:26-56

The Lord’s call to service always brings with itstly personal sacrifice. The kingdom of God neveras
forward in this fallen world without opposition, 8ten the Lord asks us to serve, He confronts t/s avi
difficult choice. If we say “yes,” the circumstarscef our lives will undoubtedly change: our comfwili be
disrupted; our plans and dreams altered; eveniaesdtips with friends and family may become strdirla
other words, He’s asking us to bear a “cross” (LX3%. But if we say “yes” to Him we discover thadss”
we picked up gradually turns into a “crown” withetpassing of time. God’s call brings with it greaward.
The most precious jewel in that crown is that wetgdielp Him redeem people. He invites us to jéim in
saving the world. What could be more rewarding tthem? Serving Him also brings us the constantgoes
of the Holy Spirit, new plans and dreams desigmpatisically for each of us; and, in the long rume t
salvation of many friends and family. But, of cayrthe best part of our reward awaits us in heaven.

This passage in Luke took place nine months befeses was born. It describes the moment the arehang
Gabriel presented Mary with God’s call to serve Hite confronted her with a very painful choice, émel
way she responded is one of the greatest momettie iBible.

Every Call to Serve God is:

* A privilege (v 28)

— He selected and prepared you for His service

» Unexpected (v 29)

— We can’t manufacture this kind of call

— It's His initiative and His timing

* Intimidating (v 30)

— We feel so unworthy of God’s confidence in us

* Focused on promoting Jesus, not us (vs 31-33)

— Itis an invitation to humble ourselves and semether (Lk 16:12)
» Apparently impossible (v 34)

— We have to look beyond our own capabilities

* Totally dependant upon a miracle God must ddénftture (v 35)
— God requires us to choose before we see thelmirac

* Too tough to bear alone (v 36)

— He will always provide someone with faith to stamth us

* An opportunity to grow in faith (v 37)

— Nothing builds our faith more than having God kvpowerfully through us
* A choice that reveals the true disposition of beart (v 38)

—Is He orisn’'t He Lord?
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Mary’s Choice Reveals Two Things:
» She accepted a cross
— She knew the price she would pay: pregnancy owedlock
- Family rejection
- Town gossip, ridicule
- Synagogue disgrace
- The probable loss of Joseph (Mt 1:19)
All true service of God:
— Exposes us to opposition
— Will change the circumstances of our lives: camtort, our plans, our friends

» But Mary also anticipated a crown

— The presence of the Holy Spirit (vs 35, 41-44)

— The favor of God (blessing) (v 45)

— The thanks of those whose lives would be chafhgreder (v 48)
— The authority to rule with Christ (v 52)

Instead of dying when we pick up a cross, we disctife. “...whoever loses his life for my sake, kehe
one who will save it” (Lk 9:24)

— Eternally through reconciliation with God and tlesurrection

— Now, in this age, by living a life filled with ra@ing and adventure

Crosses bring crowns
— Crown of glory (1Pe 5:4)
— Crown of life (Rev 2:10)

And crowns end up being cast down at the feetsiisi¢Rev 4:10, 11). Because:
— We did so little and He did so much

— Our crowns are people and people belong to Himp @21)

“...my beloved brethren whom | long to see, my jod anown...”

Discussion Questions:

1) Women put yourselves in Mary’s place. What wogdd have felt when Gabriel revealed God’s will?riMe
put yourselves in Joseph’s place. Read Matthew-P3.8What would you have felt when Mary told youatvh
happened?

2) Describe a time God called you to serve Hindoksn’'t matter if it was a “big” or “little” act afervice.

Did you face a “cross” and a “crown”? What pricd glou pay? What rewards did you/will you receive?



